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A. Canaanite/Ugaritic Perspective, not Mesopotamia









Thorkild Jacobsen, “Primitive Democracy in Mesopotamia,” JNES 2:3 (1943): 159-172
Mark S. Smith, The Origins of Biblical Monotheism: Israel’s Polytheistic Background and the
Ugaritic Texts (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003)
S. B. Parker, "The Beginning of the Reign of God – Psalm 82 as Myth and Liturgy," Revue Biblique
102 (1995): 532-559
E. Theodore Mullen, The Divine Council in Canaanite and Early Hebrew Literature (HSM 24;
Missoula, MT: Scholars Press, 1980)
Lowell K. Handy, Among the Host of Heaven: The Syro-Palestinian Pantheon as Bureaucracy
(Eisenbrauns, 1994)
Sang Youl Cho, Lesser Deities in the Ugaritic Texts and the Hebrew Bible (Gorgias Press, 2007)
J. Morgenstern, "The Mythological Background of Psalm 82," HUCA 14 (1939): 29-126
Marjo C. A. Korpel, A Rift in the Clouds: Ugaritic and Hebrew Descriptions of the Divine (Münster:
Ugarit-Verlag, 1990
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C. Summary
I. Divine Council: General Indications of Divine Plurality
A. Familiar



Gen 1:26; 3:22; 11:7; 28:12; 32:2
W. Randall Garr, In His Own Image and Likeness: Humanity, Divinity, and Monotheism
(Leiden: E. J. Brill, 2003).

B. Less Familiar
 Deut 33:2-4

MT (JPS English Tanakh + my insertions)

Septuagint (Göttingen, NETS)

֙א וְ ז ַ֤רח ִמ ֵּׂש ִעיר
֙ הוה ִמ ִסינַ֥י ב
ָ֞ ְ … י2
ארן וְ א ָ֖תה ֵּׂמ ִר ְב ַ֣בת
ָ֔ יע ֵּׂמ ַ֣הר פ
֙ הֹופ
ִ ָ֔למֹו
ימינ֕ ֹו ֵּׂ ַ֥א ׁׁ֯ש ָ֖דת ִֽלמֹו׃
ִ ֹ֑ק ֶדׁש ִ ִֽמ
ל־קד ָׁ֖שיו ְבי ֶ ֹ֑דָך
ְ ַ֚אף ח ֵּׂ ַ֣בב ע ִָ֔מים כ

3

ם ֻּת ַ֣כּו ְלרגְ ָ֔ ֶלָך יִ ָ֖שא ִמד ְבר ֶ ִֽתיָך׃
֙ וְ ֵּׂה
ה־לנּו מ ֶ ֹׁ֑שה מֹור ָׁ֖שה
ָ֖ תֹורה ִצּו
ַ֥

4

ְק ִה ַ֥לת י ֲע ִֽקב׃
2

… The LORD came from Sinai;
He shone upon them from Seir;
He appeared from Mount Paran,
And approached from Ribeboth-kodesh,
Lightning flashing (variant: “a fiery law”) at them from
His right.
3
Lover, indeed, of the people,
Their hallowed (“all his holy ones”) are all in Your hand.
They followed in Your steps,
Accepting Your pronouncements,
4
When Moses charged us with the Teaching
As the heritage of the congregation of Jacob.

… Κύριος ἐκ Σινὰ ἥκει,
καὶ ἐπέφανεν ἐκ Σηὶρ ἡμῖν
καὶ κατέσπευσεν ἐξ ὄρους Φαρὰν σὺν
μυριάσιν Καδής,
ἐκ δεξιῶν αὐτοῦ ἄγγελοι μετʼ αὐτοῦ.
3
καὶ ἐφείσατο τοῦ λαοῦ αὐτοῦ,
καὶ πάντες οἱ ἡγιασμένοι ὑπὸ τὰς χεῖράς σου·
καὶ οὗτοι ὑπὸ σέ εἰσιν,
καὶ ἐδέξατο ἀπὸ τῶν λόγων αὐτοῦ
4
νόμον, ὃν ἐνετείλατο ἡμῖν Μωυσῆς,
κληρονομίαν συναγωγαῖς Ἰακώβ.
2

… The Lord has come from Sina
And appeared to us at Seir
And hasted from Mount Pharan
With myriads of Kades;
At his right, angels with him.
3
And he spared his people,
And all of the sanctified ones were under your
hands—even those under you,
And it (NETS footnote: “the people”) accepted from
his words 4 a law,
Which Moyses commanded us,
And inheritance for the congregations of Iakob.

II. Divine Council: Hints of Godhead in the Top Tier
A. Two Yahweh Figures in the Torah
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See Andersen-Forbes syntactical phrase analysis screenshots of the passages below:

Gen 48:15-16

֙י֙לפניו֙א ְבר ַ֣הם֙וְ יִ ְצ ָ֔חק
ְ ּו֙אב ַ֤ת
ֲ ֙ה ְתה ְל ֨כ
ִ ֩ים֙א ֶׁשר
ֲ ֹלה
ִִ֡ ר֙ה ֱא
ִֽ אמ
ֹ֑ ת־יֹוסף֙וי
ָ֖ ֵּׂ
ְך֙א
ֶ יְב ֶר
ַ֥ ֙ ו

15

עֹודי֙עד־היַ֥ ֹום֙ה ֶזִֽה׃
ָ֖ ִ י֙מ
ֵּׂ ֹלהים֙הר ֶעַ֣ה֙א ִָ֔ת
ִ ִֽה ֱא
֙ם֙אב ָ֖תי
ֲ ׁ֙ש ִָ֔מי֙וְ ֵּׂ ַׁ֥ש
ְ ֙את־הנְ ע ִרים֒֙וְ יִ ק ֵּׂ ַ֤רא֙ב ֶהם
ֶ ל־רע֙ יְב ֵּׂר ְְ֮ך
ָ֗ י֙מכ
ִ ֙המ ְלאְך֩ ֙הג ֵּׂ֨אל֙א ִִ֜ת

16

ב֙ב ֶ ְַּ֥ק ֶרב֙ה ִֽא ֶרץ׃
ְ א ְבר ַ֣הם֙וְ יִ ְצ ֹ֑חק֙וְ יִ ְדגַ֥ ּו֙ל ָ֖ר
15

And he blessed Joseph and said,
“The God before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac walked,
the God who has been my shepherd all my life long to this day,
16
the angel who has redeemed me from all evil, bless the boys;
and in them let my name be carried on, and the name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac;
and let them grow into a multitude in the midst of the earth.”

Gen 31:42

֙םׁ֙של ְח ֹ֑תנִ י
ִ ה֙רי ְַּ֣ק
ֵּׂ י֙כי֙ע ָ֖ת
ַ֥ ִ ה֙ל
ִ ָ֔ ֙הי
ַ֣ םּ֙ופחד֙יִ ְצחק
ַ֤ ֹלהי֙א ְבר ִ֜ה
ֵּׂ֨ ֙א
ֱ ֹ֩להי֙א ִבי
ַ֣ ֵּׂ י֙א
ֱ לּול
ֵּׂ ִ֡ ֙

42

ח֙א ֶמׁש׃
ִֽ ֹלהים֙ויַ֥ ֹוכ
ָ֖ ִ ה֙א
ֱ ֶאת־ענְ ִָ֞יי֙וְ ֶאת־יְ ִגִ֧יע֙כ ַּ֛פי֙ר ַ֥א
42

If the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been on my side, surely now
you would have sent me away empty-handed. God saw my affliction and the labor of my hands and
rebuked you last night.”

Exod 34:6

֙ב־ח ֶסד
ַ֥ ֶ ּון֙א ֶרְך֙א ָ֖פיִ ם֙וְ ר
ַ֥ ֶ ֹ֑ה֙אל֙ר ָ֖חּום֙וְ חנ
ַ֥ ֵּׂ הו
ָ֔ ְהו ה׀֙י
ַ֣֙ ְ֙וי ֲע ֨בר֙יְ הוַ֥ה׀֙על־פנ ְ֮יו֙ויִ ְקרא֒֙י

6

וֶ ֱא ֶ ִֽמת׃
ד׀֙ע ַ֣ון֙א ָ֗בֹות֙על ֙־
ֲ ֙לא֙יְ נ ֶ ָ֔קה֙פ ֵּׂ ַ֣ק
ַ֣ ר֙ח ֶסד֙ל ֲאל ָ֔ ִפים֙נ ֵּׂ ַ֥שא֙ע ַּ֛ון֙ו ֶ ָ֖פׁשע֙וְ חט ֹ֑אה֙וְ נ ֵּׂקה
ֶ ֙ נ ֵּׂ ַ֥צ

7

ל־ר ֵּׂב ִ ִֽ֙עים׃
ִ ל־ׁש ֵּׂל ִ ָׁ֖שים֙וְ ע
ִ ל־ב ֵּׂנַ֣י֙ב ָ֔ ִנים֙ע
ְ בנִ ים֙וְ ע
6

The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow
to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, 7 keeping steadfast love for thousands,
forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers on the children and the children’s children, to the third and the fourth generation.”

Psa 68:20-21 (English: vv. 19-20)

נּו֙סלה׃
ִֽ ֶ ל֙יׁשּוע ֵֵּׂ֬ת
ִֽ ְ ס־לנּו֙ ָ֘ה ֵּׂ ַ֤א
ָ֗ ּוְך֙אד ְ֮ני֙יַ֤ ֹום׀֙יַ֥ ֹום֙י ֲִֽעמ
ֲ ֙ ַ֤ב ַ֣ר

20

ֹ֑י֙ל ָ֗מוֶ ת֙תֹוצ ִֽאֹות׃
ַ֝ ה֙אדנ
ֲ יהו
ַ֥ ִ מֹוׁש ַ֥עֹות֙וְ ֵּׂל
ָׁ֫ ל֙ל
ִֽ ְ ֙א
ַ֤ ֵּׂ ֙ ַ֤ה ֵּׂ ַ֣אל׀֙ל ְ֮נּו

21

19

Blessed be the Lord,
who daily bears us up;
God is our salvation. Selah
20
Our God is a God of salvation,
and to GOD, the Lord, belong deliverances from death.
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